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Mehru fully aoreed that «e had a coomm objective in attefflpring w oowaop 
a genuinely neutral Laos. Tie agreed also to the desirability of autual 
consultation prior to the Geneva Conference. He had not given the subject much 
thought, but suggested that the legal basis should be the 1954 <*ne«Agre«»ent. 

Ambassador Galbraith suggested that new and s ^ ci ^^ hin ^ r 3L'f*! w 3*^f l * 
than following the former ICC procedures. Hehru agreed and pointed out that 
there were political considerations involved, not simply solitary, as before. 

He said that he himself could not come to the opening of the Conference, but 
would row later if his presence was needed. He apposes introduction of any 
other subjects, such as South Vietnam being considered at the Conference. 

He said that he felt it would be better for the Laotian factions to get together 
in a coalition regime now, so that a Laos government could be a participant, and 

not two or three groups as observers. 

Galbraith and I pointed out that the military gains had resulted ?ro« the 
Communists taking advantage of oux attempt for * pwceful 

should not be considered by us as a controlling factor in negotiations to the 
Communist advantage. Hehru responded that the Pathet Lao would undoubtedly try 
to use this to gain a larger political particip^i«,but toatwe^ouldro 
permit it to force a dvision of Laos. Hehru underlined the historic antipathy 
of Laotians for the Chinese, as well as hatred for the Aamanites. He suggested 
this might be a unifying influence among the Laotians. 

In reply to my question, he was non-committal on how far Souvanna Phouma 
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had cosnitted himself ate to the Cammists, but pointed out that the King and 
Souvanna did not get along. (Galbraith aays that in a previous conversation he 
was somewhat sore negative in speaking of Souvanna.) 

Kehru raised the subject of Angola and expressed grave concern to which we 
agreed. Nehru suggested that Galbraith keep in touch with Desai in exchange of 
views regarding the Geneva Conference. It was obvious that Nehru had given 
little thought so far to the details of the Conference or what measures could 
be taken to assure Laos neutrality. He had been concentrating on the ICC. 

Nehru explained that the ICC were ready to leave at a assent's notice for 
Vientiane and agreed that its function should be only to verify the ceasefire 
and cot be cose involved in any political negotiations. 

shea I took my leave Nehru thanked me with warmth for stopping by to see his. 
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AMB HARRIMAN SOLICITED THE PRIME (#) ABOUT EFFORTS 
BEING MADE, INCLUDING THOSE OF SOUVANNA PHOUMA, TO BRING ABOUT A 
BROADENED OR COALITION GOVT FOR LAOS. SAR IT EMPHASIZED AT 
THE OUTSET THIS SHOULD NOT BE HURRIED. AMB HARRIMAN RECOUNTED 
HIS CONVERSATION WITH KING SAVANG VATTHANA AND THE 
POSSIBILITY THAT THE LATTER WOULD AGREE SERVE AS PRIME 
MINISTER IN THIS EMERGENCY SITUATION. IT WAS HIS CONCLUSION 
THERE IS NOT MORE THAN ONE CHANCE IN A HUNDRED THAT THE KING 
WOULD DO THIS. IN REPLY TO AMB HARR I MAN’S QUESTION, SAR IT 
EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT EVEN IF HE WOULD, THE KING DOES NOT 
HAVE THE BACKBONE TO DO THE JOB. THE KING TOLD AMB HARRIMAN 
LAOS NEEDS A STRONG MAN TO TAKE OVER IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES 
AND HE INQUIRED WHETHER SAR IT HAD ANY THOUGHTS AS- TO WHO 
THIS MIGHT BE. PRIME MINISTER'S ONLY ANSWER WAS "THOSE WHO ARE 
K THERE NOW” l.E. PHOUMI, ET AL. (COMMENT: THIS WAS SAID IN SUCH 
A WAY AS TO IMPLY MORE THAT LAOS HAS NO STRONG MEN -THAN THAT 
SARIT FULLY SATISFIED WITH THOSE THAT ARE THERE.) 
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AMB HARR I MAN SOLICITED SARIT*S ASSESSMENT OF SOUVANNA PHOUMA 
AND SARIT MADE CLEAR HE DOES NOT TRUST HIM AT ALL. HE BE- 
LIEVED THAT IF SOUVANNA PHOUMA SHOULD COME TO POWER AS PRIME 
MINISTER WITH HIS COMMUNIST COLLABORATORS (E.G. QUINIM PHOLSENA) 
PHOUMI AND BOUN OUM COULD NOT ACCEPT THIS AND WOULD PROBABLY 
FALL BACK TO SAVANNAKHET AND SET UP REGIME THtiRE . IN THIS 
CASE IT WILL BE A DIVIDED LAOS WITH CONTINUED RESISTANCE FROM 
CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN AREAS. THAILAND DOES NOT LIKE IDEA OF 
DIVIDED LAOS BUT REGARDS THIS AS INEVITABLE IF SOUVANNA COMES 
TO POWER WITH HIS COMMUNIST FRIENDS. ONLY OTHER CHOICE FOR 
PHOUMI AND BOUN OUM WOULD. BE EXILE. ON OTHER HAND, SARIT 
DID NOT RULE OUT PRESENCE' SOUVANNA PHOUMA IN A BROADENED 
LAOTIAN GOVERNMENT, WITHOUT COMMUNISTS AND, PRESUMABLY, NOT 
AS PRIME MINISTER. 

IN GENERAL SARIT MADE CLEAR SEVERAL TIMES HIS PESSIMISM RE 
PROSPECTS FOR SATISFACTORY SETTLEMENT IN LAOS WHICH WOULD 
iKEEP COUNTRY UNIFIED AND OUT OF COMMUNIST HANDS. HE FORESAW 
i LONG PERIOD AHEAD WHEN SITUATION DISADVANTAGEOUS TO US BECAUSE 
I OF POSSIBLE NEED ACQUIESCE IN PRESENCE FUTURE LAOTIAN GOVT 
| OF PRO-COMMIE ELEMENTS AND FACT THAT THROUGH SUBVERSION, 

TERRORISM, 
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terrorism, etc. commies will continue push hard for eventual 

TAKE OVER. 

iWHEN AMB HARR I MAN ASKED WHAT MESSAGE PRIME MINISTER WOULD LIKE 
[HIM TRANSMIT TO PRESIDENT, HIS FIRST POINT WAS WE MUST ALL BE 
PREPARED IN CASE 1 4-NATION CONF FAILS TO TAKE WHATEVER ACTION, 
POSSIBLY INCLUDING MILITARY, TO AVOID LOSING LAOS. IF IN ONE WAY 
OR ANOTHER COMMUNISTS WIN CONTROL GOVT OF LAOS, WE SHOULD ALSO 
BE PREPARED TO SUPPORT THOSE WHO WISH RESIST THIS TAKE OVER 
(PRESUME SARIT THINKING HERE PRIMARILY OF INTERNAL MOVEMENTS, 
E.G. PHOUMI). HE THEN CALLED ATTENTION TO COMPLAINTS HE HAS 
HEARD FROM THOSE WHO ARE RESISTING COMMUNISTS THAT THEY OFTEN 
DO NOT GET FULL SUPPORT FROM UNITED STATES. GENERAL PHOUMI 
HAS SUFFERED FROM PROCEDURAL DELAYS IN GETTING MILITARY ASSIST- 
ANCE AND SOME TIMES FINDS IT IS NOT THE RIGHT KIND OF EQUIPMENT 

WHEN IT COMES, 

SARIT THEN ASKED PARTICULARLY THAT PRESIDENT BE MADE AWARE OF 
IMPORTANCE THAT US GOVT TAKE SERIOUSLY INTO ACCOUNT VIEWS OF 
.THOSE WHO ARE CLOSE TO THE SITUATION. HE URGED THAT THAI 
SUGGEST 1 nNS _RF G 1 VFN- J4QRF— CREDE N CE ^ CO M I NG A S ..-I HFY ... DO -FROM 
PA)THFUL~AUJESWHO ARE ' 'CLOSE TO THE SCENE. AN OUTSTANDING 
CASE IN POINT WAS US FAILURE TO ACT PROMPTLY AT TIME OF KONG 
LE TAKE OVER LAST AUGUST. THIS COULD HAVE BEEN NIPPED IN 
BUD AS THAIS STRONGLY URGED AND QUITE POSSIBLY MUCH OF SUB- 
SEQUENT AGONY AVERTED. PRIME MINISTER ASKED AMB HARR I MAN TO 
ASURE PRESIDENT THAT ANY EVENTS IN LAOS HAVE GREAT EFFECT IN 
\ THAILAND AND THAI GOVT THEREFORE MUST BE CAUTIOUS; IT ANXIOUS 
' OF COURSE AVOID HAVING WAR DEVELOP SO CLOSE TO ITS BORDER. 

; NOTED ALSO THAT SUPPORT THAI POPULATION MUST BE MAINTAINED FOR 
/WHATEVER ACTION MAY BE NECESSARY. SARIT THEN REMINDED AMB 
HARRIMAN THAT THAILAND HAS SAID OVER-AND-OVER IT IS WILLING 
' GO ALONG IF UNITED STATES IS READY FOR ACTION; IT IS PREPARED 
FOR ANY REASONABLE AND JUSTIFIABLE MOVE. HE REFERRED TO THE 
APPROXIMATELY 5 OO THAIS NOW SERVING IN LAOS IN VARIOUS 
CAPACITIES. HE REVERTED TO THE EARLIER CONVERSATION ABOUT 
SEATO ACTION AND AGAIN DEPLORED THE ORGANIZATIONS INABILITY 

^ TO MOVE 
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TO MOVE WHEN THE SITUATION DEMANDED BECAUSE OF REQUIREMENT FOR 
UNANIMITY. ANOTHER POINT STRESSED BY SARIT WAS NEED FOR BUILDING 
UP LAO MILITARY FORCES, NOW POORLY TRAINED, LACKING LEADERSHIP 
AND WITH LOW MORALE. HE MADE CLEAR THAILAND CONTINUES READINESS 
TO HELP IN TRAINING LAOS FORCES, AS IT HAS ALREADY DONE. 

/ 

IN CONCLUSION, PRIME MINISTER REAFFIRMED HIS STRONG FRIENDSHIP / 
AND FAITH IN AMERICA AND URGED WE AVOID GIVING WORLD IMPRESSION? 
V/EJ' BEGINNING TO FEAR RUSSIANS AND WHAT THEY CAN DO. CLEARLY t 
HE HAD IN MIND US FAILURE THUS FAR TO ACT WITH THAIS OR WITH ^ 
SEATO TO RETRIEVE SITUATION LAOS. 
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